Open Data Policy FAQ

What department data is subject to being ‘open’ to the public?
Only structured data—information contained in a database as a set of informational elements—hence, not emails, videos, voice recordings, document images, etc.  Also, any personal identifiable information or data that is deemed private by Federal law, State statute or City ordinance is not subject to publication.
Where and how will department data be published for public consumption?
[bookmark: _GoBack]Department data will be put in an Open Data Portal that is publically accessible through the City’s web page.  A catalogue will be developed to identify the data collected and used by departments; and describe the data fields contained in a given published data set.
Is there a timeline by which all appropriate data must be published?
No.  
Is there a designated City individual responsible for overseeing this initiative?
Yes, the City Chief Information Officer or designee will be responsible for facilitating the sharing of appropriate data with the public.
What governance will be used to manage City data?
An Open Data Advisory Group will be created to guide departments in the management of their data, share techniques among departments and provide input to the IT Department on needed data management tools and strategies.
What role in data governance do departments have?
Departments will assign an Open Data Coordinator(s) to coordinate activities within their respective departments to achieve open data policy goals and participate in the Open Data Advisory Group.
What guidance is there about future information systems that departments may implement?
All information systems/applications procured starting January 1, 2015 must ensure that data contained in such systems can be easily published through the Open Data Portal.
Can departments be held liable for their published data?
No, data sets made available on the Open Data Portal are for informational purposes only.  Also, departments reserve the right to discontinue availability of content via the Open Data Portal, consistent with the department’s retention schedules and associated policies.
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